
ON THE FRONTIER OF 

INTERSECTIONS 



INTRODUCTION 
        In the tradition of Matteo Ricci, to build 

bridges at the intersections of faith and 
culture by addressing the inevitable 
tensions and contradictions arising from 
the encounter between Christianity and 
Chinese-Filipino culture and practices;  

    and by facilitating reflection and dialogue 
on specific pastoral, spiritual, and moral 
dilemmas, in order to provide tools for 
discernment in the Chinese-Filipino 
community. 



Getting started… 
•  List down as many issues as possible where there 

seems to be a conflict between Christianity and 
Chinese-Filipino culture (pastoral, spiritual, moral). 

•  Prioritize the list and choose three issues that are 
most urgent. 

•  Think of a realistic strategy or program to address 
each issue. 

•  Finally, examine the situation of our schools/ 
parishes as far as “intersections” are concerned, 
and articulate what activities or programs should be 
continued/stopped/started. 



Guide Questions 
•  We often do not articulate the connection between 

faith and culture. Can we reflect on what Christian faith 
says about family life, the way we do business, our 
customs during funerals, etc.? Have we allowed 
Chinese values or ways to take precedence over 
Christian teachings? 

•  We need people who can lead us in reflecting on these 
issues and facilitating the dialogue. Who can we tap? 
How? 

•  We need to review our curriculum, formation programs 
for youth, parents, parishioners. Where and when 
should we start? 

•  In Chinese spirituality, the master-disciple relationship 
is very important. Disciples follow their master not just 
in organizing projects, but in spiritual practice. Can 
our priests “sit” with the laity in meditation? (vs. top-
down approach for recollections and retreats) 



•  Should we modify adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament? 

•  For schools:  Can we articulate how our curriculum 
and overall formation address “identity” and 
“intersections” and review it annually? 

•  Can we develop a short rite of prayers and offerings 
for use when we visit wakes? (with or without mass) 

•  Chinese New Year/Moon Festival celebration is not 
equal to Chinese apostolate. Why? 



Top 3 Issues Identified: 
1) Lack of awareness & understanding of the Chinese 
culture by the teachers 
     - Filipino (and even some Chinese) faculty members 
lack the information, background and knowledge on 
Chinese culture thereby challenged on how to integrate 
this into their lessons. 
    - Teachers are not aware of reasons behind certain 
practices. Not equipped with info on the history of these 
traditions such as wearing of white during burials, burning 
paper money, mooncake festivals, etc. 
   -  Lack of understanding & appreciation  

FOR SCHOOLS: 



Top 3 Issues Identified (continued) 
2) Boundaries between Buddhism and Christianity are 

not established. 
     - There is no clear guideline set on some Chinese 

practices and beliefs such as Feng Shui, Chinese 
horoscopes & zodiac signs. The Church’s stand on this 
has not been articulated/expressed. 

3) Sinkretism is being practiced. 
    - Families are getting the best of both Buddhism and 

Christianity, manifesting both simultaneously in their daily 
lives 

    - It is possible to find find Buddha and Jesus together 
inside the home 



START 
●Establish the boundaries between Buddhism & 

Christianity (proposed effort to be initiated by the Church) 
    - Compare & contrast for better appreciation  

    - Consciously extract valuable things from Chinese culture and  
see Christianity in it to address the Chinese-Filipino apostolate 
and enhance both in the process 

●Leadership to set a clear direction and guide us on a 
creative way to implement this program to the next 
generation; plan effective implementation strategy 

●Have a summer Chinese seminar for teachers; 
strategy to educate all the stakeholders 

●Visit Chinese families’ homes/immersion program 
for better awareness & knowledge 



● Have a field trip/exposure to Chinese communities, 
museums and countries. 

● Bring & teach the Chinese culture into the curriculum 
of the school; integrate into the lessons and have 
Chinese theme spread throughout the year 

    - Pupils engage in activities that highlight Chinese ways 
such as calligraphy, food, movies, drama, music, etc.) 

   - Introduce Culture in order to strengthen the Chinese 
Language as a subject for better appreciation; Language 
& Culture are closely interconnected; have more 
practical, varied & interactive activities 

●Physical environment should reflect Chinese culture 
(signs & symbols around the campus) 



STOP 

•  Continue what has been started in manifesting the 
Chinese culture in the school setting through the 
Chinese Language as a subject and present practice 
of Chinese traditions & events 

CONTINUE 

None identified 



FOR PARISHES 
Top 3 Issues Identified: 

1) Lack of adult catechism & understanding of faith  
    - no formation for the Chinese, no sharing of life 

stories, no opportunity for witnessing or it cannot 
be observed 

2) Not enough attention given to less fortunate 
families 

    no scholarship program for the less affluent 
3) Contradictions observed in memorial mass &  
    confusion on tools & presentation 



START 
    ●Create federations in different provinces through the 

youth and young adults to assist so that materials can be 
shared on monthly talks about Chinese traditions in to 
enlighten & clarify superstitious beliefs 

   ●Have a Chinese liturgy mass once a month,  
     - have common prayers and songs in Chinese 

(ApostlesCreed, Our Father, Hail Mary and the sign of 
the cross. 

   ●Organize and arrange talks for adult catechism 
classes 

   ●Educate the Chinese on traditions that should be 
removed and kept in the memorial/funeral mass, 
weddings, to use Chinese language in some portions 

   ● Study the possibility of producing short incense 
sticks to be used by the young during the adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 



STOP 

● Continue what has been started in 
manifesting the Chinese culture in the 
church setting (such as inculturated mass) 

CONTINUE 

None identified 


