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Small Group Sharing 

1.  What frontiers did Ricci face in his mission to China? 
2.   How similar or different are they from our frontiers today? 
3.   What can we learn from the attitude and strategy of Ricci 
     that can help us in our mission today? 



Frontiers in the Jesuit CFA 
Identity               
Intersections 
Insertions 
Impact 

Preliminary Feedback and Suggestions 



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009  ++ 
IDENTITY 
•   Identity is hard to pin down.  We want to form   
    people who love their country, live out their faith, 
    and are in touch with their cultural heritage, but how 
    exactly do we do it?
•   Schools can review their curriculum/overall formation and 
    see where identity issues can be addressed.
•   Both schools and parishes can create a more Chinese 
    environment through physical structures or 
    exposures to China.



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009  ++ 
IDENTITY
•   Do we make an effort to visit Bahay Tsinoy?
•   What are we doing to inculcate love of country   
    among our students / parishioners?



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009 ++   

INTERSECTIONS 
•   We often do not articulate the connection between 
    faith and culture.  Can we reflect on what Christian 
    faith says about family life, the way we do business,    
    our customs during funerals, etc.? Have we allowed 
    Chinese values or ways to take precedence over    
    Christian teachings?
•   We need people who can lead us in reflecting on these 
    issues and facilitating the dialogue.
•   We need to review our curriculum, formation  
    programs for youth, parents, parishioners.



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009  ++ 
INTERSECTIONS
•   In Chinese spirituality, the master-disciple relationship 
    is very important.  Disciples follow their master not    
    just in organizing projects, but in spiritual practice.    
    Can our priests “sit” with the laity in meditation? 
    (vs. top-down approach of recollections and retreats)



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009  ++ 
INTERSECTIONS
•    Modify adoration of the Blessed Sacrament?



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009  ++ 

INTERSECTIONS
•   For schools, can we articulate how our curriculum and 
    overall formation addresses “identity” and 
    “intersections” and review it annually?  
•   Can we develop a short rite of prayers and offerings 
    for use when we visit wakes? (with or without Mass)



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo 2009  ++ 

INTERSECTIONS 

•   Chinese new year/moon festival celebration

               is not equal to

    Chinese apostolate  



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo ++ 
INSERTIONS 
•   Can we strengthen existing programs instead of 
    “aiming for the moon” (the new immigrants, the 
    less affluent Chinoys, the mainland Chinese)?  
    There is a tension here— we seem very hesitant 
    because there are still many Chinoys we haven’t 
    reached and there is so much to do for our existing    
    “market,” but then the first missionaries were so full   
    of zeal to go forth and reach more people!  



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo ++ 
INSERTIONS
•   How can we systematically reach out and become 
    friends with these sectors, and slowly influence them?
•   Suggestions: regular outreach to less affluent Chinoys 
    or to the new immigrants, sick and bereaved Chinoys.



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo ++ 

INSERTIONS
•   Manila: work together and support the Chinese    
    (Mandarin) Mass in Binondo



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo ++ 
IMPACT 
•   We need concrete structures for training people   
    who will minister to the Chinese—both lay and 
    religious, both in schools and in parishes.  But how, 
    what?
•   Can we interact more with the Chinese clergy and 
    religious who are in our midst, for mutual 
    enrichment and help (tap them for our formation    
    programs)?



Feedback from Cebu and Iloilo ++ 
IMPACT 
•   Support the Lorenzo Mission Institute (LMI) financially
•   Tap the LMI and SJ Chinese seminarians for 
    summer camps and other activities for our youth 



  Workshop Output 

For each frontier, what to continue / start / stop  
doing in our schools and parishes 



  Workshop on “Impact” 

1st round: 
1. How conscious are you of being part of an apostolate 
    to the Chinese?  How strong is your awareness 
    that your school/parish has a special mission to  
    evangelize the Chinese? 

2. How can we keep the missionary flame alive now  
    that the era of dependence on foreign missionaries  
    is over? 



  Workshop on “Impact” 

2nd round: 
1. At the institutional level, how can Jesuits and lay staff 
    who are new to the apostolate be properly oriented? 
    What concrete steps can be taken? 

2. The Chinese apostolate goes beyond our institutions. 
    What can we do to help form lay and religious  
    ministers for mission to China/the Chinese? 



  Workshop Output 

For impact, the schools / parishes should: 

continue  

start  

stop  




